The Futility of Life
Ecclesiastes 1:1-11
Introduction:
Social Scientists from Johns Hopkins University surveyed nearly 8000 students from 48 colleges and universities on what issues they considered the most important.

Not surprisingly - 16% making money

Surprisingly - 75% to find meaning and purpose in life.

Rick Warren’s book “Purpose Driven Life”

He noted that Dr. Hugh Moorhead

Wrote to 250 leading intellectuals and scientists-

What is the meaning of life?
Guesses

Made up stuff as they went along
No clue

“If you find out, please let me know.”  

One college student wrote this note before taking his own life:

“To anyone who cares: Who am I? Why am I living? Life has become stupid and purposeless. Nothing makes sense to me anymore. The questions I had when I came to college are still unanswered and I am convinced that there are no answers. There can be only pain and guilt and despair in this world. My fear of death and the unknown is far less terrifying than the prospect of the unbearable frustration, futility and hopelessness of continued existence.
In Ecclesiastes Solomon relates his own search for purpose in life. This book tells about his search and the conclusions he reached.
Solomon wrote 3 books:


1. Romance – Song of Solomon in his early life


2. Rules – Proverbs – in his middle life.


3. Regret - Ecclesiastes – in his later life

Ecclesiastes means gathering – (cp. Church)
The writer identifies himself as the “qohelet” or preacher, even the gathering man.

He also says that he was the son of David and King in Jerusalem.
He was qualified to do this search:

1. He had time - He reigned in peacetime.

2. He had money - He was the richest man who ever lived.

3. He had wisdom - He was the wisest man who ever lived (I Kings 3:12)
Behold, ﻿﻿I have given you a wise and discerning heart, so that there has been no one like you before you, nor shall one like you arise after you. 

Solomon starts out by giving us the results of his search.

    It’s a proper way to write. 



Tell ‘em what your going to tell ‘em



Then tell “em



Then tell” em what you just told ‘em

    He is peaking their interest so that they will listen.

    “Vanity of vanity, all is vanity” - (Double the word for emphasis)
    What does he mean by vanity? - Not standing in front of a mirror.

One writer called it “soap bubbles”

Verse 3a - Man’s work gains him nothing.

You work all of your life and have nothing in the end.

And if you had something, you couldn’t take it with you.

“only one life…”
Interpretation:

3b - Many have misunderstood some of the statements in this book.

Some have built a doctrine of soul sleep on one verse in 9:5 “the dead know not anything”.
This phrase “under the sun” is very important to understanding Ecclesiastes. Solomon is searching apart from God. He is leaving God out of his calculations. 

He is searching “under the sun.” 
If he had included over the sun, God would be included and would give the answers.

But he is searching apart from God, “under the sun”.
So now he gives us the results. And he is speaking for a majority of people, maybe some of your friends and relatives.

He starts with the futility of life - verses 4-7 
I. The Futility of Life – 1:4-7
A. The Course of Life – 1:4

A generation goes and a generation comes,

Newspaper – births and deaths.
 Most people don’t like to think about death. Ever hear a sermon on the genealogies? Genesis 5&11

Solomon is thinking about death as he nears his own.
Ever notice how quickly people are forgotten? Isn’t there more to life than this vicious cycle?
B. The Circle of the Sun – 1:5
The sun also rises and the sun sets. It rises in the east then it sets in the west. Then it hastens to its place – back to the east, to rise there again.

It never changes. It is meaningless!
C. The Circuit of the Winds – 1:6
The wind continues ﻿﻿swirling along; and on its circular courses the wind returns. Solomon had observed the paths of the winds. That’s pretty smart!

He didn’t have access to the pictures of the jet-stream on his TV. By his observations he concluded that even the wind was repetitive and meaningless.
D. The Cycle of the Water – 1:7
“All the rivers ﻿﻿flow into the sea, yet the sea is not full. To the place where the rivers ﻿﻿flow, there they ﻿﻿flow again. 

The job is never done. He didn’t know about evaporation. Making clouds then rain falling into the rivers.


It all seems to Solomon to be meaningless.

Have you ever thought these thoughts? Even believers can think this way. When we forget about God we can become as despondent as Solomon.

On the other hand:

Do you think about the rapture, the tribulation and the second coming? Those events are going to change the course of nature.
II. The Frustration of Life – 1:8-11
A. Nothing is Fulfilling – 1:8
All things are wearisome; Man is not able to tell it. The eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor is the ear filled with hearing.

Life is boring. Boring to the eyes; Boring to the ears. Hollywood’s aim is to find the next exciting and bizarre thing that will occupy our bored and restless hearts.
A person who does not have God in his life is focused on the lives of others - The stars; The wealthy; The exciting. We try to relieve our boredom by looking at others. Who are as bored as we are.
Acts 17: 21   

“Now all the Athenians and the strangers visiting there used to spend their time in nothing other than telling or hearing something new”
J. Vernon McGee - If it new, it’s not true. If it’s true, it’s not new.
Trying to get bigger and better is an indication of our restlessness. It does not satisfy. The grass is greener on the other side - “Keeping up with the Joneses”.
B. Nothing is Fresh – 1:9-11
“There’s nothing new under the sun.”

Inventions are really only discoveries.
The craft that we call modern, the crimes that we call new, John Bunyan had 'em typed and filed in Sixteen Eighty-two. (Holy War - 1917) Rudyard Kipling

Nothing new is being created, certainly not by man.

Conclusion:

“Vanity of Vanities, all is Vanity”
Nothing can satisfy the human heart except God. This is a good message for unbelievers. Yes, but it is also for believers.

In fact, it was written by a child of God.
· Solomon was God’s man, king over God’s people.

· But he had lost sight of God.

· He married foreign wives and brought their gods into Jerusalem.

· He worshipped in their shrines. 

· Having forgotten God, he came to old age a disillusioned and discouraged old man. 

One of the keys to the book is found in 3:11

“He has ﻿﻿made everything ﻿﻿appropriate in its time. He has also set eternity in their heart”.
“There’s a God-shaped hole in all of us” We try to fill it with all kinds of things but only God can fit the hole and satisfy the soul.
